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11 February 195k

Mr. J. T. Campbell, Head
BBC Monitoring Service
Cavershas Park

Reading, Berks., England

Dear Mr. Campbell:

We have carefully exsmined our position with regard to the question
you raise in your letter of 29 January 1954 concerning the sale of a vire
service to various press agencies.

It is our feeling that no FBIS monitored material shoulé be included
in a vire service %0 vhich commercial press agencies are allowed to sub-
scribe. We have oanly recently refused to extend our wire servios to &
private concern. Our reasoms for this position are that a U.8. Govern-
ment agency would be subject to severe criticisa from the press at large
wers it discovered tuhat material which 1s procured through Americsn moni-
toring snd vhich is paid for by the American taxpeyer, vas subsequently
released to selected news sgencies. It has been our constsant position
that any FBIS service vhich is available to one private interest must be
available to all, Your plaa would, of course, excluds all press agencies
not large encugh or fortunate enough to have s London office.

While we fully recognise that we have no right to objectto your handling
BBC Monitoring Service materisl in any way that you see fit, ve feel constrained
to point out that a policy of giving commercial press sgencies equal treatment
in the speedy releass of information oculd jeoperdize the sffectiveness of
the EBC and the VOA. Also I fear that if the oommercial press agencies are
consistent in reporting Moscov tyosdcast before FBIS in Washington 1s able
to report to the American intelligence agencies and the Department of State,
our effectiveness vill be reduced inasmuch as these agencles will then be
unable to prepare official statements snd replies in advance of the general
nevs bresk. This could conceivably result in a fiscal set back vhich would
affect us both.

As for terminating serviece to AP and UP in favor of an exclusive
service to Reuters should you decide that some vire service is necessary,
we 40 not feel that we are in & position to advise you on this matter. I
can forsee, hovever, that the AP and UP might very well ask for an sxclusive
service on FBIS monitored material. We would, of course, refuse this request,
but 1tm1dmthwfw¢unt1wummwmmmportm
Reuters while the American press agencies could not get the equal support
from the American monitoring service, thereby placing the Amsrican press
services at & disadvantage in the competitive field of news.
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| W11 visit you for seversl days beginning 8 March and will
discuss this further vith you at that time. We are also securing an in-
Tormal evaluation of the Baltic materisl so that he can advise you of the

American reaction to the Stockholm operatiom.
ame.r.ly,

25X1
25X1

AMW: jb

0&1 - Add
1 - AMW
1 - Exec

(Retype of letter of 11 February -- misrouted to Oki. Bureau)
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n February 135}

Mr, Jo T, Campbell, Heaq
b st I“-?onitorj_ng Service
“aversham pPapk

Aeading, Serks., Enrland

rear Mp, Lampbell

~e hsve carefully examined our Poaition with regery Lo the Question
JOU Taise in your letter of 25 January 195y Concerning the 8uie of a wire

8:rvice to various ATesS agencies,

IL is our femling that no Fi533 monttopres Aaterial snoyjq be includes
in a wire s:rvice to which comecrolal pregs areancies ape ailowed to mub.
scribe, e haye only recently refused to extend our yip. arvice to g
arivats concern, Oup rasons for this position ar. that a ), Do GOV
ment agency would be subject to severe criticism from the PS8 at larze
wore it discovernd that matariay which is procured through ‘merican monji~
toring any whicn ig pald for by the American taxpayer, wag subaequently
r:leasad to selected neys agencles, It paam been our Constant pesivion
that any ri1g service which 1p availatle to pne pPrivate jnterest must be

avallable to 8ll. Tour plan would, of course, exclude aj; press g
Not large enouzh or fortunate enou:h Lo have 5 Lendon office,

Yhile wa fully Fecognize that we have no risht tn object to youp
handling 45; Fondtorin, s Service material in 8y way that you see fit, we
feel constrained to point out that a policy or givin: commercial pregs

e encies equal treatment in the Spoedy relsase of inform:tion could

Jeopariize the effectivenas: of the 340 and the YiAe Also T fear that ir
the cammercig) press agencles are consistent in reporting Foscow broad-
casts before r..s in Washington ig ap]. Lo report to the Anerican inte]]s.
fence avencies and the epartment of State, our effectiveness wWill be re-
Zuced inagmuch as tiiese agencies will then Le unable to Jrepare offjeig)
statemants gng replies in advance of the peneral news break, Thig could

i th

As for termineling sorvice to AP ang up g favor of ap exclugive
sorvice to leuters should you decide that some wipe S¢rvice 13 necesss
Wi do not fee] ¢t a2t we are in g pocition to advise you or this matter,
can foresea, Lowever, that tha AP and yp might very wel} ask for an ey
:lusive garvice on F3I5 monitoreg Aaterial, e VoRld, of course, rer
tiais Fequest, but it would open the vay for questisng 28 Lo why the i
was supportin: leuters while the American presg alencles could ot fi£:14
equal supnort from the American honitoring s8=rvice, ther:hHy slacin: the
Am-rican press srrvices at 3 ciisaxva;:t.a._?f;- in the Campetitive fielg of news,
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will visit you r 1
discu : - wib JOU I'or soveral dayw Le- 5oa, ,
fomﬂuase:ﬁiaalgnﬂ;; thh you at that time, y}.!ed:;%m ‘:li:g ;ec,':r :;11, o L
) : e Saltic aatoprt . SUrlng an ine
Amarican reaction to the “tociholm Qpeiitzgnthat fie can advise you of the
v -

Sincere] s

AMW: isb
0 &1 - Adg

1l - BBE file
1l - Exec file
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